choose to stay out of the labor force. A second explanation for pattern is related to the reasons they left school in the first i Since many females dropped out because they were pregnant or getl married (see Borusr 1983), it is reasonable to expect that many < chose the role of homemaker; therefore, they are not counted in traditional definitions of labor force participation.
Seniors
High School and Beyond also followed up, two years later, 01 respondents who were seniors in 1980. Table 3 describes the sei postsecondary school activities by sex and population subgroup.
Hispanics are underrepresented in postsecondary education r< to their share of the population (National Center for Education Statistics, 1980:Table 3.01). However, Hispanics who have grad from high school have been found to go on to College at a rate (Peng, 1977; Duran, 1983) or higher (Fligstein and Fernandez, l 1984) than non-Hispanic whites. Peng (1977) speculates that th pattern is due to the success of affirmative action programs. (1980), however, offers the intriguing Interpretation that this is actually a consequence of the significant barriers to Hispar achievement in high school. Because high school is a difficult for Hispanics (evidenced by their very high dropout rates; see 2) , the "survivors" of the process, he argues, are a more selec highly motivated group than whites who do not encounter the sai obstacles in high school.
Regardless of which of these interpretations is correct, p, research shows that Hispanics compare favorably with other groi their ability to gain access to higher education once they mak through high school. Olivas (1979), however, thinks that the equivalence of college-going rates is due to the tendency for disproportionately to attend junior and two-year Community col Olivas (1981) and others (e.g., Duran, 1983) argue that this i Hispanic high school graduates are relatively poorer than thei non-Hispanic counterparts and, thus, are less able to afford J Colleges.
The data reported in Table 3 do not support these past re: Both male and female Hispanic high school graduates are less : go on to College than whites. These Hispanic-white differenc rates of postsecondary attendance are mainly due to Hispanic underrepresentation in four-year institutions.
Because of the small sample sizes, the Standard errors fo Hispanic subgroups are very large, which makes inferences for Hispanic subgroups difficult. However, the following pattern among the subgroups. The percentage not attending postseconc is particularly high for Puerto Rican males (57.8 percent) , k large for Mexican-Americans and other Latin Americans. Only males have a higher rate of postsecondary attendance than wh: versus 62.2 percent).

